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Dear Parents and Carers

Appointment
We are delighted to welcome Miss Joanna Kidby who has been appointed as Head Teacher from September 2012.   

The Governors, in particular Melanie Munday and Andrea Whybray, have given an enormous amount of time and thought to the process of this appointment and we are grateful to acknowledge their considerable effort.    All the work done by the School Governors is on a voluntary basis.   
Congratulations to William and Grace (Y6) and Eleanor (Y4) who took part in the performance of “Honest Meg” put on by Nacton Community Council at St Martins Church recently.  Mr Henderson also had a part.

Transition to High School

Year 5 Parents from all four FOSS schools are invited to Nacton on Wednesday 27th June at 7pm when Louise Ryan, Parent Support Adviser, will give information on the process of applying for High School places.

This will be the third year that we have offered this session and parents have found it very helpful in making the very important decision regarding choice of high school.  As the closing date for High School applications is the end of October (2012) it is important that parents/carers consider their options early and carefully.
Our current Year 6 pupils were all successful in gaining their first preference High School place for September 2012.    
3 to St Albans, 1 to Debenham, 1 to Copleston, 3 to Kesgrave and 5 to Farlingaye. 

What is happening in class this term?

Lions and Tigers are discovering what life was like to live in castles in the past.  This will include a visit to Colchester Castle and will end with a coronation feast when we hope our “King and Queen” will plant a Jubilee oak tree in the grounds.

Next half term focuses on the Olympic Games, including our own mini Olympics.

Panthers are continuing with Anglo Saxons in History before learning about Rivers and Landscapes including our local River Orwell at Nacton shores.

The class will be taking part in the six week Maths Challenge sponsored by Archant Newspapers.  This is an exciting project linking home and school.  Each child will receive a copy of the Ipswich Star as a focus for maths and literacy activities.  Previous programmes with Archant have proved enjoyable and very successful in raising attainment.  The aim of the new project is to make maths fun and exciting while raising standards.  

Parents and Carers are invited with their children to the launch of the programme on Wednesday 16th May at 2.45 pm in school.     
Panther’s science is based on “Humans as Organisms”, classifying different groups of animals, finding out about the functions the main organs of the body and a study of teeth and the skeleton.

In Art Panthers will be improving their skills of collage and 3D modelling.  They will need an old shoe for 3D modelling

In ICT the children will be learning how to send e mails and will be exploring databases during ICT session.  In DT we will be making “jack-in-the-boxes” 
Wolves Years 5 and 6 are continuing with their Slipper Project where Design Technology meets Business Enterprise involving Mathematics, Literacy, ICT and Art.   A particular focus in Literacy is the study of Macbeth by Shakespeare and we hope to present this to parents on Thursday 5th July.
Science:  life cycles, classification of living things, electrical circuits, light, how we see things, and pond dipping/green plants.

The school is joining with Bucklesham and Waldringfields’ Years 5/6 pupils for the Residential visit to Aylmerton and there will be the transition project for Year 6 pupils moving to High Schools.

French: Years 5 and 6 are having a mini project of learning French and hope to invite parents and Governors to their French café later this term.
Butterfly Watch After the excitement of eggs hatching in to chicks, we now have 36 painted Lady butterflies which at present are in their chrysalis stage, having grown ten times their size from caterpillars. It will take 7-14 days before they emerge as butterflies. Great excitement!

OUT OF SCHOOL NOTICES

Alison Pledger – Teaching Assistant. I am doing the Race For Life and the Great East Swim in May and June to raise vital funds for Cancer Research. To sponsor me please go to my online page www.raceforlifesponsorme.org/alisonpledger. Any donations will be very gratefully received. Thanks.

Former Nacton pupil Aimee Butcher is starring as Annie in the Musical Production at the Felixstowe Spa Theatre on 14th – 16th June.
Woodbridge Tidemill living museum: 11.00 am on Saturday 12th May start at Melton Hill SCDC car park and 
follow two Suffolk punch horses and cart through the town’s streets on their way to deliver sacks of grain to the Woodbridge Tide Mill.
The Choir of St Martin’s church Nacton invite you to a Hunger Lunch Saturday 12th May 12 – 2 pm in Nacton Village Hall.  Music by the “Nactones”.  Any donation from £2.50 for soup and roll, tea or coffee.   Cake stall.  

Proceeds to Christian Aid.

Ladies, be part of a fun, rewarding and inspiring night walking with 2,000 women to support St Elizabeth Hospice in its biggest fundraising event of the year – the Midnight Walk – on Saturday 19 May 2012.
To find out more/register online visit www.midnightwalkipswich.co.uk or speak to Tracey Cory (Ethan’s mum).

MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL NURSING TEAM:  May is National Walking Month
We all know walking to school is healthy, cheap, and green, but did you know it also boosts children's confidence, road safety skills and performance at school?     Did you know?
· 1 in 5 cars on the road in the morning are on the school run.
· The average walk to work is 1.5 miles which usually takes around 30 minutes. Children should have at least 60 minutes of activity a day. Taking a swift walk to school each day you could achieve 50% of this. 

· A 10 minute walk burns off approximately 15 calories, so you would need to walk for 3 hours to burn off 1 Mars bar. 

· If you walked to school once a week instead of using the car you could save enough carbon dioxide to fill 30 balloons. 

· If every child in the country walked to school at least once a week we could save enough carbon dioxide to fill 60 thousand million balloons. 

 So walking to school doesn’t only have many health benefits and help to keep us fit. 
It also helps save our planet, which is really important and can make our roads safer and more pleasant places to be by reducing the number of cars that use them.

Children who are healthy and happy will be able to enjoy and achieve better at school. 

The School Nursing Team can support parents and children with many issues that may occur throughout school life. These include general health issues, weight and healthy eating, puberty, wetting and behaviour problems.

The Team can be contacted for help and advice at any point during a child’s school life on 01394 389218 or via the school office.  

The inclusion of details of extra-curricular, local and out-of-school activities in this newsletter in no way implies that they are supported or endorsed by Nacton CECVP school, its Governors or any member of Staff.  Parents are advised to make the appropriate enquiries regarding supervision, insurance and other matters.
Important Diary Dates on next page ……………….. 

Dates for your Diary Summer Term 2012

Monday 14th May
Lions and Tigers to visit Colchester Castle 

14th – 18th May
SATS Week: statutory for Y6 pupils.  
No absences can be authorised during this week.
Wednesday 16th May
Launch of Maths challenge 2.45 pm  
Parents for Years 3 and 4 invited to presentation launch by EADT
Thursday 17th May
Information evening for children and parents about Aylmerton Residential visit at Waldringfield Village Hall:  6 - 7 pm
Friday 18th May
Quick Cricket tournament Kesgrave High School: 1 pm

Friday 18th May
N S A Bingo evening in Nacton Village Hall: 7 pm
Thursday 24th May
Tennis Tournament: 3.30 pm
Friday 25th May
N S A Cake stall and Plant sale.   Donations gratefully received.
Monday 28th May &

14th June
FOSS link with the Bridge School

Wednesday 30th May
Lions and Tigers’ Coronation Feast
.

4th – 8th June
Half Term
Monday 11th June
School Photographer for Reception and Year 6
Friday 15th June
Athletics Tournament KHS: 1 pm
Monday 18th June
Years 5 and 6 to St Edmundsbury Cathedral to see “RESPECT” Exhibition -  which will include their own work.
Wednesday 27th June
Parental Preference Adviser with advice for Parents of Year 5 on the transition process to High School.   At Nacton school: 7 pm


Thursday 28th June
Reception 2012/13 Parents Induction Evening 7 - 8 pm
Thursday 3rd July
Year 6 FOSS Sailing Day
Thursday 5th July
Macbeth performances Years 5 and 6 afternoon and evening
Friday 6th July
FOSS Day
Wednesday 11th July
Ipswich Swimming Gala
Thursday 12th July
Nacton Parents and family evening re. Aylmerton at 6 pm

16th and 17th July
Year 6 Safer Cycling training

Wednesday 18th July
Sports Day 1.30 - 3.30 pm (Thursday reserve day if wet)

Friday 20th July
Leavers Service: 10 am St Martin’s Church, Nacton
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